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An X-Ray Photograph of This Re-
markable Girl Enables the
Doctors fo See Them and

Out of the body of Melvina Morford, a healthy, rosy-cheeked girl of twenty-one
years, more than 800 needles have been taken within the past seven years.

Was therd aver o more startling statement than this? The girl Is still healthy,
finr cheeks nra stlll rosy and therve Is not a particle of the morbid in her temperament
or Ner dispasition. ‘The spurce of hep pecullae malndy Is as mysterions as the move-
ments of the planets that le berond eur vislon. Yet, ‘week after week and month
after month these ndedles protrude from ‘her flegh as If, lke llving bodles, they had
Inin there for wany years untll they were developed enouzh to creep out Into the
world.

T'he tinmedinte suspicion of every physiclan who hns been consulted in (lils case was
that the girl had stuck the needles intp her own skin, actnated Ly any one of o dozen
hyaterion] motives, Strange to say, however, not one of these physiclans held this he-
flef aftér e thivd of fourth wislt, When, sfter frultless attempts 1o cure the girl of
thizs neelle-growing hablt, they were asked whnt they thonght of the case, they-invari-
nlily shook thelr heads and answered:

“We can make nothing of 1t

In the past week an attempt was made fo solve thls mystery by means aof selence's
Intest aid—the Roentgen rays. The vesult ronly eomplicated mnatters further. They
founil her flesh full of needles; nnd yet fouml no cause for them.

Melvitia Morford lves at Sharon, Pn. Her father is dead, but her mother, who is
almost heartbroken over her daughter's afflletlon, tells this story:

When her daughter was fifteen yenrs old, while playing In the House one day with
some cotapanlons she steppied upon & paper of heedles,. a nitmber of which penetrited
het flesh, Crying with palo she ron to ber mother, who found ope of the needles still
protruding from the foot. This she extractéd, and Immediately sent for a doctor
to take ont the others. 'The doctor, However, advized her to let them be us they were,
gaying that rhe operntion of cutting them out might enuge gerlous inflarnmation, while
if they, were let alone they wonld probably goon ¢ome out of theéir own accord. Asa mat-
ter of fact, the wonnd foon healed and the gifl had almost forgotien the Incident
when, about six monthe later, she fell severe pains ln the ealf of her right leg.

An examinstion showed that the needles were working thelr way through' the skin
and it reguired but little exertlon to draw them out. This Incldent, too, had also been
forgotien, when a year later, while on a vislt to Ohlo with her mother, the girl relt
shootlng palns in her vight arm, In great alarm her mother retivned with her to
Bharon and begged Dr. ¥F..L. Burrows to make a earefnul examination of the gizrl, The
doctor, upon squeszing the flesh In varlous parts of her body, fodnd that the girl
wiithed In paln. Belecting the ghoulder to begin with, he had lttle difMicalty In lo-
cuting i needle under the skin, whlch he promptly removed. From that date to this
Dy, Burrows has extracted over 800 needles from this glrl's body,

While possessing perfeet health this young womnn Is of €lender build, and ruther
fraghe looking,  She I8 nellngd to be nervous, and s excoedingly sensitlve to exters
nnl Impresslons. Her fortitude, however, I8 perfectly amazing. The operation of
eutting out these needles 18 exceedingly palnfol, but she hoas borne it a hundred
times withoutr winelng., At times the palo must huve been exerutinting, yet through-
ot her agooy she maintuined o composure as wonderful as that of the rellgious fa-
natics who, with a smile nppon thelr faces, submit to fugelintion,

The needles, In most cases, made their appearance by slow degrees. A slight eles
vatlon of the surface of the skin was nsually the first Indication of their presence.
This was followed by shootlng pains, and ot times by scute inflammation. In these
eases, however, It was an easy matter to puncture the skin and extract the needle
before It coused much damage.

At times, however, the presence of the needle’ wus felt by the girl when It was
stlll deeply Imbedded In her fesh, and then It was that nll her herolsm was 'called into
play. Dr. Burrows wonld then have to lance the flogs ain: grope abont ameng conpt-
less sensltive nerves, Incerating muscles and othet tissnes untll he obtalned n grip
npon the needle. ‘When, finnlly, ft wig deawh forth, the flesh pregented a horribly
mutllated appearance. These needles, you muost bear In mind, were frequently ox-
tructed In this fashlon from every portion of her body, und when, as sometimes
happeted, & dozen made themselves telt on the sume day, the glrl was frequently
eunfitied to her hodd from sheer loss of blood,

The neidles themselves were the ordinary steel Instrament used for fine sewing,
They varled in sihze and were usually’ corroded when they came out. It was only
from the extent of the rust that Dy} Burrows was sble to form any idea of low
Ming they hod been In the flesh.

At various timed Dr, Burrows kept the girl under strlet suryeillance, in such olr-
eumstances as wonld have heen practleally impogsible for ber 1o have stuck the
npedles info hepself. In splte of this he would in a fow days be compelled to out
out.of the flesh needles that were stlll shining bright, ‘which tnust bave found thelr
wiy into the flesh doring one of (Mese perloda of observation,

Most of the neadles have wome out of her right ntm, und as o vesnlt thut mem-
ber prégents o horvibly searréd appearance, Tlhere 18 a long ved sear upon ber neck
and several opon ber thighs to mark the spot where needles were extracted,

Of ¢ourse uo one doubts for a mpment that all thess needles were stuek futo the
flesh, but It fs the manner fu which it is done that wystifies the physicians. ‘The
girl hersel? stoutly denies that she sticks them into her skin,

“Syhy should I do It?* she has sald time and time agalng “I6 is all T ean do to
bear the puain of having them cut out, without torturing myself by sticking them
In, The notoriety of the thing s enongh to drive & person mud of itself. T bave not
the slightest idea of how they get Into my flesh.”

The physicluns have made numerous attempts to teap her Inte a confession of
duplieity, but ns yet they have not succeeded. They found that she was riglit-hand-
ed, nnd that she was exceedingly unskilful with bhet other hand, Neverthelegs tha
right forsurm nt the elbow Is almost covered with scars of Tormer wounds. Her friends
bave advinced the theory that she swallows the needles, but the physiclans declare
that this Is an impossibliity. To swallow B0O needles, ¢hey say, would hnve killed
any lving ndlmal. : |

The most plausible theory s that in moments ¢ mentnl oberratlon she sticks
the needles lnto lerself, nod thit these atincks of femporary lusanity. last long enough
to enable the piln to disuppear. The girl
would then be totally unconsclous of what
ghe had done, and all accusntions.of touthe
fulness would be unjust.

More than two hundred of the needles
were thken froo the cight arm, and it was
hore the first test of the Koentgen rays was
mitde, A woll-Enown Cleveland selentlst of
the Cnns School of Applied Sclence ar-
rapged the Apparitos and assisted Dr. Sur-
rows In tlie experiment.

The arm wis exposed for forty-one mine
utes. A Crookes tube of five inches dlnm-
eter wos used and n strong current was ap-
plied. A number of physiclans had been in-
vited to wliness the experiment, and con-
giderable Interest was manifested in the
proceedings,

When the radiograph was developed the
bones of the nrm stood out in dim, but not
Inilistinet, ontlines, Surrounding them was
‘& number of find bluck lines, !

“Those," suid Dr. Burrows, *“must be -
neeilles, " A =y ?

Selecting n &pot near the elbow where
the rudiogroph showed one of these lnes,
Dy, Burrows made an incision in the gill's
arm, and, ufter problog for severil geconds,
felt a needle. The flesh wos terribly torn
before the needle wus extrocted, but all
those who witnessed the operation declared
that it was a wonderfol suceess,

In less than fifteen minutes Dr. Burrows
extrneled nine wore uemllng, most of them,
judging from thelr cotroded appearnnce,
baving been imbedded In the tissue for
qulte some tlme. Owlpg to the great loss
of bipod It was declded to postpone Turiher
problug until the patlent recovered frowm
the shouk of the palnful opemtion she had
gone through,

Bubseguent pliotogrnphs of the rest of
her body showed the sume Hitle blaek lines
where the neodles are lovated.

Wihen nsked to explaln thls phenomenon,
Dr. Burrows sald:

“I would not like to give my oplulon |n
the ease. I am much elnted, however, over
the success of the experlment with the X
mmys. Formerly It was a very diffieult mat-
ter to locate the forelgn substances, but
now, as you have scen, It Iz very simple. y
Needles which In all probablity would ’
bave remnined It the girl’s flesh to the end
of lior days can now be extracted. Where
they all come from’ I do not know."”
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ES IN HER BODY.

HEARST.

TO PREVENT BEING BURIED ALIUE

_“@.:{\;

-FROM “BURIED ALIVE,” A MEDICAL TREATISE, BY DR. FRANZ HARTMANN.

The Boston Woman Who Narrowly Escaped Being Buried Alive.

A Movement Begun in England for
a Law to Compel Doctors
fo Make Positive Tests

The startling numher of cases of premature burial that* have coms to lzht I
England in the psst six months bas led to a movement which bids fair, before the
close of the century, to exercise & powerfn! influence upon ail the civilized world. To
hajghten the intenslty of the feeling that lias Leen ereated there has sprung Up & 1er-
ribile susplelon, based upon authentic reports, that the cases of premeture burial
known to the world form Dbut g small percentnge of all those that bave really hap-
pened. . |

It peems almost incredible fhat, with the world's clvllization and lis many een-
turies of enlizhtenment It Hfo‘u!d have remained for this year to see the lnRugurs=
tion' of a movewment whose abject s to prevent the greatest mental and physical
ggony known to the human-mind. Yet, so it is; and even to-lgy the movement has not
spread ontside of Bagland, 4

In the humdrum of dally existence it i3 natural to suspect that the frequency of
thls occurrence |3 greatly exaggerated. Yet those men who infugurated the moves
ment in England had their attention calied to the subject by the following grewsonie
keadlines In Kugllsh newspapers, all published within s perfod of ten days:

*BURIED ALIVE.”

“A GREWBOME NARRATIVE.”
SPREMATURE BURIAL.

“MISTAKEN FOR DEAD.™

#A WOMAX'S AWFUL EXPERIENCE."
SALMOSY BURIED WHILE ALIVES"™
“A WOMAN BURIED ALIVE."
“REVIVIFIGATION AFTER BURIAL."™
“A LADY NEARLY BURIRD ALIVE."
“SOTUNDE FROM ANOTHER COFFIN.”
“THE DBEAD ALIVE.”

The grestest horror that the buman mind ean picture Is that of belng boried allea
The maost terrible death by drowning, burning or mangling almost fades into '.nﬂl»_..
nificance by the gide of the prospect of belng buried nlive. The agony, of conrse,s
woill be of short duratlon, but, even though it lnsted only two minutes, It would, 18
Its Intensity, contein o world of misery and anguish too horrible to contemplnty.
The want of alr would seon bring unconsclousness, but uantll that moment how e
ful wonld be the powerless stroggle! 1.5

“1t may be asserted without hesitatlon,” wrote Edgar Alltn Poe, “thut no evest
Iz g0 tervibly well ndapted to luspire the supremeness of bodily and mental dlsfress
as Is burlal Before desth. The unendursble oppression of the lungs, the stifilig fumes
of the dpmp earth, the clinging to the death garments, the righl embrace 9’[ the
narrow honse, the blackness of the absolute night, the sllence llke a sen um orTer-
whelms, the onseen but palpable presence of the Conqueror Worm — thege things,
with thoughts of the alr snd grass above, with memory of dear friends wihh wodld
fiy to save us if but informed of onr fate, and with censclovsness that of ;this fate
they can never be Informed; thut our hopeless portion Is that of the redily dedd;
these considerations, I eny, enrry Into the heart, which stil palpitates, q' degres of
appalling and intolerabls horror from which the most daring imagination mnst e
coll. We know of nothing so agonisitig upon earth—we ean dream of nothing hﬂf"
hideons in the realms of the nethermosi hell.” = -

Is It not strange that with this horrer staring mg In the face for 11 these nges
that no attempr hos been made to avold the risk of the actual oce snce? In all
eivillzl countries burlal s performed upon the certificute of o physloian, who des
clives therein thit the pergon who ls abont to be burled Is dend. Hig reasons for bee
leving that denth has actually occurréd have never been required, l‘md yet it'is npon
thds that the possibilities of premmature burinl depend. I

here Is but one suecessful and perfect test of the presence of fleath, and that s
advanced decay. All other single tesits hnve been known at times to fall. The heart
has stopped beating, or brenthing has censed, or the bhody bas tarded cold, or.any ons
of 1 dpxen other elgns of death has heen abserved. and yet Jfe fms not heen extie
The ohjeet of the present movement In Epgland is 10 compel Dhysiclans to
when thiy grant denth certificates just what tests they made 1o convines "
~that denth had really oceurred, -

43¢ this were dane,’ say the supporiers of the murﬁmrm{ “and lue dootor:wa
oblignd to dtate on the face of the certificdte what were the indletions ofi which
he based the ugsprance that death had takeén place, there wonld be little or no risk
of burial allve, Bven the most careless practitioner would hardly ke ih say that his
had found absolute proof that denth bad taken plece when in fact he had pot It
woulil he better to cut the earotld artery or put m steel heedle throngh the hears,
evien nt the rlsk of killlng a few entranced subjects, than to bury sllve one man ia
wamiiton.™ ' E 4

The sclieme of making sure hy cutting en nrtery or digging a needle Into the
bear: would probably meet with but llttle approbation: in this country: In the sug-
gestlon as to the report of the physlclns who grants ibe death cerfifionte there: {8
everythilug to commend. It ls seaslble and humane.

Cremationh solves the matter, but docs It in a rather unsatisfactory fashion.
While It prosenta no way of determining whether the'®ubjeet about to be cremnted is
nlive or not, It preciudes all possibllity of his ever returning to Hfe aftor he le anse
put Inte the retort. The tempernturd ln'this furnace fanges from 1500 to 2000 de
grees, erentlig an atmosphere the siighiest inbalatlon of which would, ‘even In 'S
healthy belog, canse Instant death. :

There nre men who look upon the risk of premnature burisl as o possibllity to
¢luss with the possibility of the esrth belng bakell to clay by an Iucressed actlyity of
the #tin, or by the impnet of o comer. It peeds but the most superficlal Ingpiry jute
the subjéct, however, to convinee one that these cases, while bpot of comibon ocour-

rence, Lnve lifippensd with apalling regularity, year after year, as far back as the.

revords go, Some tlme age Dr, Franz Hartmann, of Boston. Ixsued s book entitied
snaried Allve,' In which he reclted all instances of premature burlal, signs of nctive
Ity found in the cofiin afier it had been exhomed, and of eurious lnstances where, by
the merest chinee, the horrible fate of premature burlal wns averted.

The most curious case fu lils list Is that of a young woman, who was totaslly pres
pured for the grave while perfoetly oone

« gelows of all that was golng on ireubd her
She kuew that she was Iying in h tofic
she recognized the volees of her relatives
and friends In the room, Fet she was powe
¢rless o move.

She conld pot stretch her limbs, oped hee
EVOE, OF even nse her volee. 1t was otllr
when lher long-continued mentsl agony
produced coplous perspiration  that 1he
mourners suspected that Iife was not ex-
tinet. A physiclan wns summoned. and
within a fow hours the young women had
regained full control of Ler faculties, This
womnn owed her life (o the fact that her
trance, or camaleptic condition, had Dot ex-
temled lseM fo ber braine Had she bean
unconscious, as well ns physically heolpless,
the recovery might have taken place ander
the carth, and of the speechless agony thet
wonld have followed it the world wonld

never have known. »:
This s only oue of the several Lundred

{ostances. The medieal records are fu‘l'af_

them. Go to any cemetery nnd they will
tell you grewsome stories of coffips that
were taken owt of the ground atid apened,
revealing bodlex that b turaed upon thele
fnces, that had torn out thelr halr, or
showed other signs of ghastiy self.mutila-
tion, slgns of frantic stroggles during that
brief period of consclousness that luters
vened Letwesn recovery sud troe death.
1t will be very diffienlt, even In the fice
of nll the indisputable evidense that (s

to birlng Amerlonns to, saeh & polut of
getive interest In the mattor that they will
be willing to indorse any stch radical meas-
ures a8 are sUEgested.

There is an alinoat Incredibie shrinking
among Americons from the mere thopght
of copveérting the borrible doubt -'lnu. core
talnty.

The process nilght, 1o be sure, |6 maybe
one case In a thousand, mean the taking of
ife. But the Instant and’ peinless death
which would do away with all ancertalaty
ix a plece of Christian charity, tonipnred
with which It is inhnman cruelty 10 o@e
demn the vietim to such on awakenlg a8
must befall in case life still lngers In
seemingly lifeless Trame.

Traly, 1t 1% n painful subject. and ons
that 1s all curlosity; yet bt is Imporiaug
—awfolly. terrdbly lmporfant—and v

e R : the mind once grasps the ol hoarror of
thint thought, “barled alive,” it will con.

) enin that this wmovement In Enq{:nd =
- hnmanitasian one, which, it 18 to hq!l!..
wlll arouse 'tﬂglfln this Nplﬂ'ff.

prematnre burla}l Js constantly happening,



